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ultimate 
Golf
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Heritage 
The new Golf R

The first Golf R32 was introduced in 2002. With its 3.2-litre 
V6 engine generating 177kW, it was the most powerful Golf 
to that point. Equipped with all-wheel drive it raced to 
100km/h in only 6.6 seconds. From mid-2003, it was the 
first Volkswagen available with a dual clutch gearbox (DSG). 

In 2005, the second Golf R32 made its debut, and with 
184kW it was even more powerful.

Four years later, at the 2009 Motor Show in Frankfurt 
Volkswagen celebrated the world premiere of the successor 
based on the sixth Golf generation. Changing from a V6 
engine to a 2.0-litre turbocharged (TSI) engine, the output 
of the now named R increased to 188kW in Australia.

In September 2013, the fourth Golf R generation followed 
based on the seventh Golf generation. The Golf ‘7.5’ update 
delivered 213kW in Australia.
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Australian Milestones
The new Golf R
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Golf Mk5 R32
184kW 3.2L V6 engine 

Golf Mk6 R
188kW 2.0L TSI engine

Golf Mk4 R32
177kW 3.2L V6 engine

3 Door manual

2004 2006 2010 2014

Golf Mk7 R
206kW 2.0L TSI engine

Golf Mk7.5 R
213kW 2.0L TSI engine

Golf Mk7.5 R Wolfsburg Edition
A favourite returns

5 Door DSG
Wagon DSG

Golf Mk7.5 R Special Edition
R Performance options

5 Door DSG

Golf Mk7.5 R Final Edition
Colour Concept special colours

5 Door DSG

2015 2017 2018 2020

Golf Mk7.5 R Grid Edition
5 Door Manual & DSG

Wagon DSG

Golf Mk7 R Wolfsburg Edition
The first Wolfsburg, the first R Wagon

5 Door DSG
Wagon DSG
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Exterior Design
The new Golf R

Shaped for performance.

The design of the new Golf R is distinctive and 
expressive. 

A redesigned front bumper incorporates a front 
spoiler and large lower air intake. IQ.LIGHT 
matrix LED headlights with scrolling indicators 
debuts as standard for the first time on a new 
generation Golf.

The body-coloured extended side sills and 20 
millimetre-lower chassis deliver an athletic 
stance.

Signature R detail can be seen in the blue grille 
strip (with white illumination at night) and brake 
callipers, and the matte chrome door mirrors. 

The new R logo proudly adorns the new model 
on the grille, front guards and tailgate.
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Exterior Design
The new Golf R

The high performance intent of the Golf R is 
immediate from the rear of the vehicle. 

R-exclusive premium tail-lights incorporate 
scrolling indicators.

In Australia the standard fitment of the R 
Performance package most notably features a 
larger motorsport-look rear spoiler in addition to 
19-inch Estoril lightweight alloy wheels. 

A new rear bumper, with an aggressive, 
motorsport-inspired rear diffusor is flanked by 
four chrome-plated twin tailpipes.

Rear and side parking sensors complement front 
sensors to make this the first Golf R ever to 
feature Park Assist – automatic reverse parking 
assistance technology.
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Interior Design
The new Golf R

A cockpit for the driver, with luxury all-round.

The Golf R takes the latest Golf cockpit to new heights, 
combining unrivalled space and practicality with a sporty 
sense of occasion, a driver focus and high-tech feel.

An R-exclusive perforated leather sports steering features 
unique, larger transmission paddles and an ‘R’ button for 
quick drive mode selection. 

The interior is further enhanced by carbon style decorative 
insets and selectable ambient lighting. Deeply bolstered, 
heated and ventilated sport seats with integrated head 
restraints are standard along with rich Nappa leather. 

The configurable Digital Cockpit Pro instrument cluster 
features an exclusive R View performance display. 

The Innovision Cockpit delivers a high-resolution 
touchscreen complemented by shortcut keys, swipe-down 
favourites menu and the latest flagship connectivity.
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The new Golf R
Innovative technology
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As a driver approaches the Golf R the headlights and 
taillights illuminate thanks to the home/leaving home
function. 

This elegant experience is further enhanced as the door 
handle recesses and the light strip in the radiator grille are 
also illuminated in soft white.

The new Golf R goes even further and welcomes front seat 
passengers with light projection from the exterior mirrors 
onto the floor. 
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Exterior Lighting
The new Golf R
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IQ.LIGHT Matrix LED headlights and Premium LED tail lights
The new Golf R
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The new Golf R features IQ.LIGHT Matrix LED headlights and premium LED tail-lights.

The headlight is equipped with LED daytime driving light, dynamic and static cornering lights and a dynamic indicator. 
Matrix LED headlights improves visibility at night by maintaining high beam more of the time, precisely and selectively 
shading only forward and oncoming traffic.

The premium LED rear tail lights are a unique lighting design and feature an alternating rear light and brake light effect as 
well as dynamic indicators.



The Digital Cockpit Pro features a unique R skin (different 
colours and styling) and multiple customisable views. 

Opened using the view button on the steering wheel, it is 
made up of a combination of three round instruments: the 
rev counter with R logo in the centre surrounded by one 
round instrument each on the left and right. 

These can be customised and individually assigned, for 
instance to show the engine’s boost pressure or the current 
power output.

The driver can alternatively select a more traditional look 
and feel with circular tachometer on the left and 
speedometer on the right, with a wealth of information 
customisable within each circle – such as trip computer 
functions or music.

Alternatively, the driver can select full-width navigation, 
allowing the centre screen to display other information.
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Digital Cockpit Pro
The new Golf R



The combination of the Digital Cockpit Pro with the 10-inch 
Discover Pro navigation system, the Innovision Cockpit is 
the most advanced Golf R infotainment system ever.

It features a ‘wire free’ cabin never seen before in a Golf R, 
incorporating wireless phone charging and wireless Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone mirroring.

Gesture control anticipates a driver’s or front passenger’s 
hand moving towards it. A ‘swipe down’ menu is highly 
customisable, enabling individual preferences to be tailored 
close to hand such as enabling ESC Sport.

Physical, touch sensitive tabs located between the centre 
vents enable quick access to ASSIST (driver assistance), 
MENU, CLIMA (climate) and MODE (drive mode selection).

This is further supported by touch sensitive climate control 
and volume sliders, as well as natural “Hey Volkswagen!” 
voice control that enables commands such as “turn the fan 
down” or “raise the temperature” to be enacted quickly.
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Innovision Cockpit
The new Golf R



Keeping an eye on the most important information and 
looking at the road at the same time – that is the great 
advantage of the head-up display fitted to the new Golf R.

The windscreen becomes a projection surface for displaying 
speed, driver assistance system messages or navigation 
instructions. 

The projection is easy to read even with backlighting. And if 
you don't need the display, you can turn it off at any time.

Display size: 176mm x 51mm.
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Head up display
The new Golf R



Designed to integrate harmoniously into the interior of the 
new Golf R, the optional Harman Kardon premium audio 
system impresses with its vivid, sophisticated sound.

The Harman Kardon premium audio system offers four 
sound settings for a more personal listening experience 
that users can modify according to their mood: Pure, Chill 
Out, Live, and Energy. 

In each setting, the system delivers exceptional acoustic 
quality and excellent sound reproduction, so that every 
note captures attention.

The system features a 12-channel amplifier and 480 watts 
total power from 8 speakers plus a centre speaker and 
subwoofer.
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Optional Harman Kardon premium audio
The new Golf R



The new Golf R
Safety and Driver Assistance Systems
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 Front Assist with Pedestrian and Cyclist Monitoring

 Adaptive cruise control (ACC)

 Travel Assist

 Traffic Jam Assist

 Lane Assist

 Side Assist

 Rear Traffic Alert 

 Oncoming vehicle braking when turning

 Emergency Assist

 Exit warning system 

 Rear View Camera (RVC) 

 Parking distance sensors, front & rear

 Manoeuvre braking, front & rear

 Park Assist 

 Tyre Pressure Loss Indicator

 Driver Fatigue Detection
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IQ.DRIVE
The new Golf R

Bold = new features for Golf R



 Driver and front passenger airbags
 Driver and front passenger side airbags
 Rear seat side airbags
 Curtain airbags, front and rear
 Front and rear seat belt tensioners
 ISOFIX and top tether child seat anchors
 Front and rear seat belt not fastened warning
 Proactive occupant protection system
 Rigid safety cell with front and rear crumple zones and 

door side impact protection
 Electronic Stabilisation Program (ESP)
 Anti-lock Braking System (ABS)
 Electronic Brake-pressure Distribution (EBD)
 Brake Assist
 Electronic Differential Lock (EDL)
 Anti-Slip Regulation (ASR)
 Multi-collision brake
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Occupant Protection and Active Safety
The new Golf R



The new Golf R
Powertrain
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The new Golf R now reigns supreme as the product line’s 
most powerful model to date.

Producing 235kW of power (+22kW) and 400Nm of torque 
(+20Nm) from the latest generation of the EA888 2.0 litre 
turbocharged TSI petrol engine.

The new Golf R can accelerate to 100km/h in just 4.8 
seconds. 

The new Golf R retains the latest 7 speed wet clutch Direct 
Shift Gearbox (DSG), now equipped with ‘shift by wire’ 
technology and the latest intuitive software that adapts 
more assertively between Comfort, Sport and Race modes.

Tiptronic manual gear shifting is delivered via new, larger 
steering wheel mounted gearshift paddles
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Engine and Transmission
The new Golf R
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Driveline and Chassis
The new Golf R

MacPherson strut front suspension

Aluminium front subframe, reduces weight and is 
optimised to provide maximum rigidity

Independent Multi-link rear suspension 

Adaptive Chassis Control 

20mm lower than the core model grades

Ventilated and cross drilled 357mm front disc brakes 

Ventilated rear disc brakes 

4MOTION all-wheel drive with R-Performance 
Torque Vectoring

Progressive steering

Electro-mechanical parking brake

Auto Hold function
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4MOTION all-wheel drive with R-Performance Torque Vectoring
The new Golf R

The new 4MOTION all-wheel drive system and high-tech running gear merge to 
create a host of innovations, offering maximum agility and driving pleasure. 

The 4MOTION system with R-Performance Torque Vectoring is the new control 
centre that distributes the engine’s output to the four driven wheels. A new rear 
final drive distributes power in the Golf R not just between front and rear axles, 
but variably between the two rear wheels. This makes it possible to significantly 
increase the agility particularly when cornering. 

The new all-wheel drive system is networked via a Vehicle Dynamics Manager 
(VDM), ensuring the seamless integration of other running gear systems such as 
the Extended Electronic Differential locks (XDL) and Adaptive Chassis Control.

Minor braking inventions performed on individual wheels, or deliberate changes 
to damper compression on selective wheels, have a considerable impact on the 
flow and movement of the Golf R through corners.

Thanks to this close integration of the different systems, the new Golf R offers 
optimum traction characteristics and neutral handling with utmost precision. 

23



INTERNAL

4MOTION all-wheel drive with R-Performance Torque Vectoring
The new Golf R

Long a hallmark of the Golf R, the 4MOTION all-wheel drive 
system presents in its most advanced form yet following 
the debut of R-Performance Torque Vectoring.

With R-Performance Torque Vectoring, more drive power is 
directed to the rear wheel on the outside of the corner to 
support more accurate fast cornering. 

This neutralises vehicle behavior towards the cornering 
limit and – mode dependent – can provide power oversteer 
characteristics with the security of ESC Sport mode, or for 
racetrack environments, ESC Off.

In Drift mode, with a choice of ESC Sport or ESC Off, 
R-Performance Torque Vectoring directs up to 100% of the 
rear-end drive power to one wheel to make oversteer slides 
a reality off public roads.
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4MOTION

4MOTION with 

R-Performance Torque Vectoring



The R Performance package includes two exclusive driving 
profiles.

The "Special" Nürburgring profile, tuned to suit the bumps, 
undulations and corners of the Nürburgring-Nordschleife by 
incorporating more compliant damping with maximum 
powertrain performance.     

The "Drift" profile for optimal driving dynamics away from 
public roads. Drift mode distributes 100% of the rear torque 
to one wheel. It defaults to ESC Sport while ESC Off can be 
individually selected.

These additional driving modes are accessible once in the 
“Race” driving profile, which combines the firmest damping 
and steering setting with maximum powertrain performance.

Exclusive driving profiles
The new Golf R 

25

Nürburgring
Since its opening in 1927, the Nürburgring has enjoyed a 
reputation as a terrifying and merciless route through the Eifel 
forests. Formula One legend Sir Jackie Stewart unintentionally 
gave the former Formula One circuit its nickname when he 
called it the “Green Hell” (Grüne Hölle). Almost 21 kilometres 
long, with 73 turns, today’s Nordschleife (North loop) is still 
utilised for racing, vehicle manufacturer testing and as a 
popular tourist attraction for spirited ‘tourist and taxi drives’. 



The new Golf R
Pricing and Specifications
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Pricing and Specifications
The new Golf R
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Volkswagen Group Australia

895 South Dowling Street

ZETLAND NSW 2017

Phone: + 61 466 612 742
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